that message in a very clear way), and they retained their strategic relevance into the postCold War period, a fact underlined by the US decision to place a missile defence system installation on Adak.
This interesting, important, and largely untold story gets the attention it deserves in this carefully detailed book. Some of what the book's readers will see is, assuredly, open to question. Archival and other sources in English have been extensively used, but no Japanese or Russian materials (beyond the few in translation) receive examination; more than one statement needs qualification and nuance (the claim, for example, that 'only in the late 1950s ... did Canada agree to wed its security measures more tightly to the United States' is true in only a very restricted sense); and the title itself creates difficulty both in undermining the book's case concerning the islands' importance and in giving a somewhat less than accurate impression of the time frame examined (it's more like 1920-50 than 1867-1945). That said, strengths and significance remain that impress. Bringing a neglected subject into view, examining that subject with thoroughness and general good judgment, and putting forward much valuable information, the book deserves attention from anyone interested in American expansionism, North American defence, Canada's role in that defence, and what pressures arise when the United States moves to deal with matters it considers vital to its security. (ALLAN SMITH) Brian Young, with colour photographs by Geoffrey James. This volume (only available in hardback) measures eleven and a half by nine inches (landscape), so is an awkward shape for the average bookshelf. It is difficult to understand why it is that shape, as the material could easily have been arranged to fit a more convenient size of page. Illustrated with colour and black-and-white material, it covers the history of Mount Royal Cemetery in Montreal from its foundation in 1852, including wearisome accounts of religious feuds between Roman Catholics and Protestants that are all too familiar, the difficulties of the Chinese communities in being permitted to carry out their customary rites, and other weighty matters that seemed to have caused endless problems in Montreal, as elsewhere. The book is really an encapsulation of the social history of death and disposal of the dead in Montreal, showing how that history evolved to the present day, with due regard to the Great and Good as well as the Great Unwashed and those at the bottom of the social pile. It is true that during the nineteenth century the cemetery began to be regarded as essential, for no town or city could really function without it, xxxxxxx
